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Marantz M-CR611

In our System Solution category we look for a 
complete solution, or one which just requires 
you add speakers. Indeed we were left trying to 
think of something that isn’t included in our 
winner, this $1250 M-CR611 networked CD 

receiver, another compact solution from respected 
audio company Marantz. It packs a CD player, FM and 
DAB+ radio, network audio streaming via DLNA, Apple 
AirPlay and, from the internet, Spotify Connect and 
internet radio, plus Bluetooth with NFC for convenient 
point-to-point connections. Missing is AM radio, but 
all but the most obscure of the absent stations can be 
heard via internet radio. It’s a clock radio too. The 
single analogue input may limit versatility for some, 
though there are two optical digital inputs and two 
USB-A slots. All this is in a fairly compact box 292mm 
wide, which weighs only 3.4kg. 

In addition to all those functions there’s a decent 
stereo amplifier built in, rated at 50W per channel into 
6 ohms (measured at 1kHz with 0.7% THD; a higher 

figure of 60 watts is quoted at a less 
acceptable 10% THD). And interesting 
amplifiers — four in total, we think, since 
it can drive two sets of speakers indepen-
dently, but then bridged for maximum 
quality when running only one set. 

The sound quality was fine indeed, 
with excellent detail and a nice overall 
smoothness, and we enjoyed a very wide 
range of music, including plenty of high 
resolution content streamed successfully 
over the Wi-Fi connection — even 
the 192kHz FLAC music and the DSD 

(which tends to be rather hungry on 
bandwidth). The front panel is nicely 
informative, showing the track title and 
artist, with an always visible display of 
the buffer level (100% is what you want) 
so you can see if there are any problems. 
An ‘Info’ key on the remote can replace 
the artist name with the track title or 
signal information.

 Could this, then, be the sweet design 
spot for the modern equivalent of an ‘all 
in one’ sound system? We reckon so! 

More info: www.qualifi.com.au

Sonus faber Sf16

HIGHLY 
COMMENDED:
The Italian loudspeaker 
company Sonus faber has delivered this 
high-end and undeniably unusual all-in-
one audio solution which pays homage to 
the company’s early ‘Snail’ concept which 
integrated a main woofer module with two 
high quality satellite speakers attached via 
wooden extension arms. The 21st century 
SF16 evolves to deliver multiple inputs and

outputs, the third-party wireless multiroom 
platform DTS Play-Fi, built-in DSP-optimised 
multi-channel amplification totalling 1400 
watts of power, a total of 10 high quality 
drivers and an overall build quality and styling 
that go well beyond the original. The pricing 
of $17,999 indicates the quality here — it has 
to be seen and heard to be appreciated. 
     More info: www.synergyaudio.com

QualiFi’s CEO Michael Henriksen accepts the award for Marantz.
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outputs, the third-party wireless multiroom 
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